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Introduction
In addition to our regular Student Handbook, this handbook will provide guidance and policies
related to the reopening of EMSA for full in-person instruction.

This plan is created with the most recent guidance released from ISBE and IDPH. Health and
safety protocols are subject to change as guidance is updated. Updates will be made to this
document and to EMSA’s plan as guidance changes.

On June 23rd, 2020, ISBE released guidance for schools to open in the fall. This guidance is
based on Illinois currently being in Phase 4 of the Illinois Reopening Plan. EMSAs plan for Fall
2020 is within guidance from ISBE should we remain in Phase 4. As a general summary, below
is the continuum of plans for schools reopening should we be in phase 3, 4, or 5 of the Illinois
Reopening Plan.

Phase 3
During Phase 3, schools can only be in remote learning. Please see the remote learning
definition below.

Phase 4
During Phase 4, schools can begin in-person instruction again with health and safety protocols
in place. Please see the “Items Specific to COVID-19 & Phase 4” section of this document for
more information on those health and safety protocols. During phase 4, families who are
uncomfortable with their student returning to school due to medical concerns of their own or
someone living in their home, can opt into remote learning only.

Phase 5
During Phase 5, schools can open “business as usual.” This can only occur when a vaccine has
been created and distributed. During this phase, all students will be expected to return to
in-person instruction.

Changes to Instructional Settings
In collaboration with the local health department, ISBE guidance, executive orders from the
governor, and the school board, EMSA may choose to select blended or remote learning in lieu
of the traditional all-in-person instructional setting should health and safety concerns arise. At
any point in time based on Illinois’s status within the reopening plan, we may shift our
instructional settings based on executive orders, guidance, and local situations.

Return to In-Person Resolution ISBE
In May of 2021, ISBE passed a resolution stating the following:
Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, all schools must resume fully in-person learning for all
student attendance days, provided that, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/10-30 and 105 ILCS
5/34-18.66, remote instruction be made available for students who are not eligible for a



COVID-19 vaccine and are under a quarantine order by a local public health department or the
Illinois Department of Public Health.

July 2021 ISBE Adopts CDC Guidance
On July 9th, 2021, ISBE announced that IDPH and ISBE have adopted CDC guidance for
schools in Illinois. The following policies and procedures have been created with the updated
guidance and recommendations.

Policies and Procedures for Returning to In-Person Instruction
EMSA is pleased to return to full in-person learning per the ISBE resolution. Below please find
policies and procedures for specifics on how health and safety guidance will impact various
school functions. As stated above, guidance for health and safety protocols is subject to change
and will be updated in accordance with IDPH and ISBE guidance.

Staff and student Training on Health and Safety Procedures
All staff and students will be trained on new health and safety procedures before school begins,
and on the first days of in-person attendance.

Face Coverings
All staff and students must wear face coverings when inside the school building at all times.
Staff who are vaccinated can opt to wear a shield during large group instruction. To be effective,
face coverings must be worn properly and must completely cover both the nose and mouth.
Gators are not considered face masks and will not meet this requirement. In addition, face
coverings must be changed immediately if soiled, wet or torn.  Students should come to school
each day with a clean, fresh face mask. If a student cannot utilize a face mask, a doctor’s note
is required. Students who can not wear a face mask due to medical reasons, may utilize a face
shield instead. Face coverings are not required when individuals are outside if they can remain
3 feet apart. EMSA is adopting the following procedure for when a student does not comply with
wearing a face covering.

Preventative: EMSA will create a positive campaign and solicit help from parents in
explaining to students why we need to wear masks. EMSA will tie this back to our Habits of
Scholarship (Respect, Responsibility, Courage and Creativity).

Restorative: Teachers will engage the student in a conversation about why the student
does not want to wear a mask. The teacher and student will work towards a resolution (i.e. The
student complains that the mask is bothering their face and their skin is dry. The teacher finds
lotion for the student’s face and the student is able to put the mask back on after applying lotion
to his face). If the student and teacher cannot come to a resolution, the student is brought to the
office. An administrator will attempt the same process with the student and allow the student a
break from the mask if that is necessary. The student will need to put the mask back on before
returning to the classroom or leaving the office.



Discipline: If the student does not comply for an extended amount of time, or this is a
recurring issue, parents will be notified and can speak with their child to encourage them to put
the mask back on, or the student may be sent home.

Discipline
Students may be subject to disciplinary consequences for:

● Refusing or failing to wear an appropriate facial cover over the student’s mouth and nose
unless exempted by a medical provider during any time said action is required by the
school or for eating/drinking or playing an instrument.

● Failing to maintain proper social distancing of a particular distance designated by the
school.

Discipline may include the student being removed from the classroom and brought to the office
until the student complies. If the student does not comply for an extended amount of time,
parents will be notified and can speak with their child to encourage them to put the mask back
on, or the student may be sent home.

Social Distancing
ISBE guidance recommends that schools have students 3 feet apart as much as possible.

Covid Testing at School
EMSA is looking into the possibility of Covid testing for symptomatic students at school with
parental consent.

Positive Covid Results
If an individual tests positive through a rapid test or through any other testing done through
outside medical care, EMSA will respond in the following manner:

● Students will be immediately isolated if at school and parents will be called for immediate
pick-up.

● If the student is at home, they will be asked to stay home.
● Anyone testing positive will remain at home until the quarantine release letter has been

received to allow them to return to school.
● Identify close contacts and communicate required quarantine periods for any

non-vaccinated individuals.
● Send communication home to the class where there has been a positive covid case

confirmed.
● Engage in deep cleaning of the class if the individual was present 48 hours prior to a

positive covid diagnosis.



Nursing Services

● If a student is exhibiting Covid symptoms, a staff member will walk the child to
the nurse’s office for evaluation.  All of the student’s personal items should be
sent with the child at this time as well.  The student should never be left alone
during isolation.  The parent will be called for pick-up.

● The nurse will maintain documentation for students that have a medical reason
for not wearing a mask while at school.  A shield will be utilized, if appropriate.

● If a staff member is exhibiting Covid symptoms, they should be sent home
immediately or isolated while they wait for transportation. If isolation is needed,
the nurse’s office will be utilized for this.

● If a student/staff member is suspected of having Covid, the nurse will notify the
Health Department and conduct tracking measures for contact tracing and
communication.

● In the absence of the nurse, an administrator will perform the nursing duties as
described above until the nurse is able to return.

● The nurse will communicate with the health department and families per their
guidance.

Contact Tracing
Families and staff are encouraged to report to the school nurse or administrator any symptoms,
diagnosis or exposure to Covid. This information may be shared with the department of health
for tracing purposes. Families and staff are to contact the school nurse or administrator prior to
returning to school.

Close Contact
Close contact is for any non-vaccinated individual who was within 3 feet of an individual who
has been confirmed covid positive for more than 15 minutes within a 24 hour time period. Under
this guidance non-vaccinated individuals identified as a close contact must be quarantined for
14 days from the last day of contact with the confirmed case.

Students and Staff in Quarantine
Should a student or staff member be diagnosed with COVID-19 they will be moved into
self-quarantine. Quarantine periods are 10 days for those who have tested positive, 14 days for
non-vaccinated individuals who are considered a close contact, and 7 days for non-vaccinated
adults who can provide a negative covid test and have not had symptoms.

Hand Washing and Hand Sanitizing
Students and staff are expected to wash their hands or sanitize for the following activities:

● After using the restroom



● Before and after lunch
● Before and after recess
● Before and after transitioning to a special (music, art and PE)
● Upon entering the classroom
● Leaving the classroom for dismissal

This list is not exhaustive. Hand washing and hand sanitizing will be emphasized throughout the
school day.

Cleaning
Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned on a daily basis. EMSA has created a new cleaning
schedule that includes increased daily sanitation of high traffic areas. In accordance with ISBE
Guidance, daily cleaning for frequently touched surfaces (e.g. door handles/knobs,
desktops/tabletops, countertops, pencil sharpeners, manipulatives, phones, cubbies, sinks and
faucets, buses) will be required and scheduled. Students will wipe down computers daily and
will not touch or share computers with others.

Water Fountains
School water fountains are now water bottle filling stations. Students will be able to fill a water
bottle that they bring from home during their classroom’s bathroom break.

Breakfast & Lunch
Students will eat breakfast and lunch within their classroom to prevent cross contamination. TA’s
will have a few breakfasts and will be able to get more by calling the front desk.  TA’s should
mark each student that takes a breakfast for reconciliation at a later time by the front desk.
Meals will be delivered to each classroom instead of students moving through the lunch line in
the cafeteria. School lunches will be pre-packaged. If students have food allergies, students will
need to be given special accommodations for eating outside of the classroom.  Desks will be
sanitized prior to each meal service and directly following meal service. A garbage can will be
placed outside of each grade level area for disposing of all food and trash. The desks will be
cleaned before and after eating.

Bus
As specified by ISBE guidance updated in July 2021, students must wear face coverings when
on school transportation. Students must also remain in their seats the entire bus ride for safety
and social distancing concerns. Siblings will be seated together but all other students will sit in
individually assigned seats to allow for social distancing. There is a zero-tolerance policy
regarding these guidelines for bus transport. Students who fail to comply will be suspended from
utilizing school transportation.

Visitors
EMSA will allow visitors for a small number of events including but not limited to Student Led
Conferences, Celebrations of Learning, Back to School Night, and potentially other events.
Visitors must be pre-scheduled if not related to an event listed above. Visitors must follow all



health and safety protocols and IDPH and CDC guidance pertaining to covid. We will monitor
transmission rates to determine if we must increase or decrease this restriction throughout the
year. Visitors will need to wear masks upon entry, regardless of vaccination status.

Special Education

● Due to visitor limitations, parents will participate virtually (or via phone) for IEP/504/SAP
meetings; special considerations may be made for specific circumstances.

● Shields may be worn, if necessary, by the teacher or student to provide services where
mouth visualization and articulation efforts are important for in-person instruction.

● If pull-out is necessary, the commons area can be used for this intervention. A
designated area in the Commons will be utilized for servicing students, as appropriate.
All tables will be sanitized to begin the day.  If a table is used, the teacher needs to clean
the table prior to having another group utilize the area.

● During remote instruction, services and accommodations per the IEP/504 plan will
continue to be provided, as appropriate.

● Special Services staff will adhere to safety procedures when working with and/or
assessing students in small group or 1:1 setting.

● Any accommodations or needs for testing will be addressed in the domain meeting and
agreed upon as part of the process.

Multilingual Learners Program

● Virtual MPAC meetings will occur.
● Shields may be worn, if necessary, by the teacher or student to provide services where

mouth visualization and articulation efforts are important for in-person instruction.
● If pull-out is necessary, the commons area can be used for this intervention.
● Teachers will need to sanitize the table after they are finished with their session.

Response to Intervention (RTI)

● Shields may be worn, if necessary, by the teacher or student to provide services where
mouth visualization and articulation efforts are important for in-person instruction.

● If pull-out is necessary, the common’s area can be used for this intervention.
● Teachers will need to sanitize the table at the end of their session.



Field Work/Assemblies
Students will be able to participate in field work on campus and in community locations in
accordance with IDPH guidance and local health and safety protocols. This will be monitored
and adjusted as necessary according to community transmission rates.

Boys and Girls Club
BGC is still working on their programming decisions so this will be updated once we have their
plan for the fall.

Remote Learning Considerations
According to the return to in-person resolution by ISBE, Remote Learning will be considered for
a student should they not be eligible to receive the covid vaccine and are under a quarantine
order from a doctor. Remote learning plans will be made for specific students who meet this
criteria. Please note that there will be a 1-2 delay in the receival of remote learning for a student
in quarantine for planning purposes.



Frequently Asked Questions for Blended Learning

If families decide to homeschool, are they allowed to come back the next year?  Or do
they have to enter the lottery?

Once a family leaves EMSA for homeschooling or another school, they are no longer an EMSA
student and will need to get on the waitlist or go through the lottery to be readmitted to EMSA.

Will there be school picture day?

Yes

Will there be recess?

Yes, per the current guidance, students are able to participate in traditional recess.

Will students wear masks for recess?

If recess/PE is outside and students are not close to each other, they will not need to wear
masks.  If recess/PE is inside, masks will still need to be worn.

What are the protocols when masks are off eating lunch in class?

Students will take their masks off to eat, but in order to move about the room, the mask will need
to be on.

What safety measures other than cleaning desks will be in place for lunch?

Students will wash their hands before and after eating. They will wear a mask when they are
moving about the room, but can remove their masks to eat.  Students will be seated at their
desks which will be spaced according to guidelines.

Can students wear their own mask?

Absolutely.  We would love for the students to have a fun mask that they choose to wear each
day.

Will the school be supplying masks for the students?

We will have face masks available for students that need one.  We have added a face mask to
the supply list and would like to encourage students to pick out or design their own so it is
something they would like to wear.



Can children wear face shields instead of masks?

Face shields are not the recommended face covering. In the original 63 page document from
ISBE it stated that face shields could be worn.  A week later we received information
contradicting this information telling us face shields were not an option to a mask.  Only
students that can’t wear a face mask for medical reasons will have the option of wearing a face
shield.  Moreover, face shields may be utilized only in specific circumstances such as speech or
language services to assist with the programming, but a mask should be applied the moment
that therapy has concluded.  When wearing a shield for the purpose of therapy, the child should
be spaced 6 feet apart from others.

Are students still able to bring their own lunch from home?

Of course they can bring sack lunches and snacks from home for their individual consumption.

Will Chromebooks that are currently in use need to be returned for redistribution?

Yes, during the first week of August families are expected to return Chromebooks for
redistribution. More information on this will come soon.

What will services look like for students with an IEP or 504?

Our Special Education Director will contact you prior to school starting in regards to your child’s
services.

We were wondering if EMSA is considering any modifications to their plan?

We continually monitor data and guidelines and will continue to do so throughout the year and
adapt accordingly.  EMSA is not modifying the plan at this time, but will inform parents if and
when something changes.

What changes has the school made to keep the building clean throughout the day as kids
are moving about in class and between rooms?

Movement in the building will be kept to a minimum as lunch and breakfast will be served in the
classroom, PE is outdoors as much as possible.


